
 

Stay Informed on PTHS News & Events 

the 

Port Townsend High School 
              FALL PARENT NEWSLETTER 

PTHS is a Closed 
Campus for 9th 
and 10th grade 
during lunch! 

PTHS has a closed campus for 
freshmen and sophomores 
during lunch.  These students 
are expected to stay on 
campus, at all times, unless 
being picked up by a parent, 
guardian, or emergency 
contact.  This fall, we have had 
numerous occasions where 
freshmen and sophomores 
have been caught leaving or 
returning to campus at 
lunchtime. 

Parents are asked to partner 
with the school in reinforcing 
these expectations with your 
freshman and sophomore 
student, at home.  We have a 
large campus, and limited staff 
to patrol the lunchroom and 
outside spaces.  Parent help 
with this issue is greatly 
appreciated!   

 

High School Parent Conference 
Schedule is Set for November 15 

 Parent conferences at Port Townsend High School have 
been set for Thursday, November 15.  Here at PTHS, we 
participate in arena style conferences, which means that all 
teachers are available at individual tables, which are set up 
in the gymnasium.  This format allows parents an opportunity 
to meet with multiple teachers in a short amount of time.  
Conferences will be held in two separate sessions.  The 
afternoon session will be from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. (no entrance 
into the gym after 3:30 pm), and the evening session will be 
held from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. (no entrance into the gym after 
6:30 pm).  The high school principal, dean of students, and 
school counselor will also be on site for conferences.  If you 
feel that you need an extended parent conference with one 
or more teachers, you may schedule that through 
the high school counseling office at 379-
4523.  We look forward to seeing you at 
Arena Parent Conferences in November! 

O C T O B E R ,  2 0 1 8         

www.highschool.ptschools.org 
Our website is updated daily.  Find important and current 
information regarding our school for parents, students and 
community.  Check it out! 



 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2016 

2 

High School Counseling Office is Here to Serve You 
The high school counseling office is pleased to provide educational guidance and post high 
school planning services to all enrolled students.  Participation from parents is encouraged as 
well.  High school is a very busy and stressful time, both for students and parents.  Our new 
high school counselor, Kiley Gard, would like to invite each parent/guardian to contact the 
counseling office for an appointment to discuss your child’s individual needs in a one-on-one 
setting.  You are your child’s primary advocate, and we encourage parents and guardians to 
establish a relationship with the high school counseling office.  When you call or come in, you 
will be greeted by our office secretary and registrar, Kimberly Montgomery.  Our number is 379-
4523.  Kiley Gard is new to PTHS this year, and has experience as a high school counselor.  
She previously worked at Olympic High School in Silverdale, WA.  Kiley is excited to be working 
in a smaller school where she is able to establish a long-term relationship with each student, 
and provide ongoing support throughout his/her entire high school career.  The Counseling 
Office webpage, located on the high school website, is a great resource for keeping up to date 
on testing information, community events, scholarship opportunities and more.  Let’s work 
together to give your son/daughter a great high school experience! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OPEN for the 2018-19 school year 
 

School Based Health Center 
 

Easy Access to Confidential and Affordable Healthcare 
for high school students. 

 
These services are available at your doctor’s office or at the 

School Based Health Center: 
Illness and injury support * Sports physicals * Immunizations 

Mental health services * and more 
 

No student is denied services due to inability to pay 
 

School Based Health Center, brought to you by 
Jefferson County Public Health, Jefferson Healthcare, and the 

Port Townsend School District 
 

For appointments, call JCPH at 360-385-9400, or schedule 
through the PTHS Counseling Office, or drop an appointment 
request slip in one of the confidential boxes.  The boxes are  
located outside the PTHS Main Office, or outside the clinic 

office, which is in the Gael Stuart building. 

Clinic Support Aimee Larsen 
and Nurse Practitioner Susan 
O’Brien 
 
 
Mental Health Therapist Megan 
Smith 
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Port Townsend High School players present… 
Almost,  Maine   Directed by Chris Pierson 

One of the things that bought brought me back to directing on the PTHS stage was author John 
Cariani comments in his prologue to his play Almost ,Maine:  “The people of Almost, Maine are 
not cuddly and cute. They are hard-working ordinary people who are dignified, honest, and true. 
They're not cynical. They're not sarcastic, and they're not glib.  But that does not mean they're 
dumb. They're very smart, but they just take time to wonder about things.” Cariani's honest 
treatment of his subject, his brilliant dialogue, and his wacky sense of humor all combine for a 
play that is true and fun at the same time. It's incredibly difficult to make honest art that is also 
wacky and fun, and this play and our Port Townsend High School actors are going to pull this 
off. They will teach us about ourselves, our community, and our relationship to the nation as a 
rural town. 
 
The show--the most popular high school play from 2007-2014-- presents 8 couples at various 
stages of their relationships on a surreal Friday Night in a small, unincorporated Maine town 
near the Canadian border.  The dialogue, acting, and the whole production will make audiences 
laugh, cry, and think. 
 
A mixture of talented and experienced seniors Keegan Nordstrom, Bodie Labrie, and Hannah 
Germeau along with, actor and trained tech, David Smith, plus an inspired group of 
underclassmen (Gage Barry, Grace Wentzel, Mary Neville, Grace Taracka, Julia Neville) and a 
strong backstage crew (Autumn Winsheimer, Kayella Gardner, and Roslyn Salmon) will make 
this a memorable show. 
 
I'm thankful to our principal Carrie Ehrhardt, and the school district for supporting this 
production, and for Jim Guthrie for being an incredible resource and set builder. The whole 
process reminds me of why we do place-based education-- to get students thinking about their 
world, engaging with community members, and learning in real life contexts. We should note 
here that in the arts we always are doing place-based education! 
 
Performances: Almost, Maine plays at PTHS on November 2, 3, 9, 10, 
   11, 16, and 17.  All shows start at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Admission: Adults - $10.00, Senior Citizens and Students - $5.00 
   Children under 12 years of age - $3.00 

 
Please come out and support our student actors, and our drama program. 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the show! 
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Vaping by Students is on Rise at PTHS 
 
Port Townsend High School has had a dramatic increase in students who have been caught on 
campus using an e-cigarette device.  The process is called ‘vaping’ and most youth and parents 
are unaware of the dangers that these substances contain.  The following information on talking 
with your child about vaping and e-cigarette use was put together by Karen Obermeyer, Health 
Educator from our local Jefferson County Public Health.     www.jeffersoncountypublichealth.org 

 
 
E-Cigarettes/Vaping: Not Risk-free 
Here are some questions and comments you might get from your teen about e-cigarettes and 
some ideas about how you can answer them. 
 
Why don’t you want me to use e-cigarettes?  
• Science shows that e-cigarettes contain ingredients that are addictive and could harm different 
parts of your body.  
 
• Right now, your brain is still developing, which means you are more vulnerable to addiction. 
Many e-cigarettes contain nicotine, and using nicotine can change your brain to make you crave 
more nicotine. It can also affect your memory and concentration. I don’t want that for you!  
 
• E-cigarettes contain chemicals that are harmful. When people use e-cigarettes, they breathe in 
tiny particles that can harm their lungs.  
 
• The cloud that people exhale from e-cigarettes can expose you to chemicals that are not safe 
to breathe. What’s the big deal about nicotine?  
 
• Your brain is still developing until about age 25. The Surgeon General reported that nicotine is 
addictive and can harm your brain development.  
 
• Using nicotine at your age may make it harder for you to concentrate, learn, or control your 
impulses.  
 
• Nicotine can even train your brain to be more easily addicted to other drugs like meth and 
cocaine. 
 
• I don’t say this to scare you, but I want you to have the facts because nothing is more 
important to me than your health and safety. 
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Aren’t e-cigarettes safer than conventional cigarettes?  
 
• Because your brain is still developing, scientific studies show that it isn’t safe for you to use 
any tobacco product that contains nicotine, including e-cigarettes. 
 
• Whether you get nicotine from an e-cigarette or a cigarette, it’s still risky.  
 
• Some e-cigarette batteries have even exploded and hurt people. 
 
I thought e-cigarettes didn’t have nicotine – just water and flavoring?  
 
• I used to think that too. But many e-cigarettes have nicotine. There are also other chemicals in 
them that can be harmful.  
 
• Let’s look at the Surgeon General’s website on e-cigarettes (E-cigarettes.SurgeonGeneral.gov) 
together so you can see for yourself. 
 
I (or my friends) have tried e-cigarettes and it was no big deal.  
 
• I appreciate your honesty. In the future, I hope you (or your friends) will stay away from e-
cigarettes and other tobacco products, including cigarettes. Science shows that e-cigarettes 
contain ingredients that are addictive and could harm different parts of your body.  
 
• Next time we go to the doctor, let’s ask about the risks of nicotine, e-cigarettes, and other 
tobacco products. 
 
You used tobacco, so why shouldn’t I?  
 
• If I could live my life over again, I never would have started smoking. I learned that people who 
smoke cigarettes are much more likely to develop, and die from, certain diseases than people 
who don’t smoke. This was really scary, so I quit smoking.  
 
• Quitting was really hard, and I don’t want you to go through that. The best thing is to not start 
at all. 
 
Excerpt from the CDC’s Talk with Your Teen About E-cigarettes: A Tip Sheet for Parents. 
For the complete tip sheet and more information go to: 
 
https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/SGR_ECig_ParentTipSheet_508.pdf   
 

 
Let’s work together to keep the youth in our community healthy! 

 
Healthy Students = Better Learners! 
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ALICE Safety Training has Come to PT Schools 
Like many school districts, Port Townsend Schools is implementing new programs to increase 
our safety training for staff and students, in response to the dramatic increase in violent intruder 
events, happening across the country.  Over the past few years, our school has become 
increasingly more secure, from installing quick locks on classroom doors, to installing electronic 
key pads on exterior doors, which allows us to lock all exterior doors simultaneously.  We also 
practice ‘lockdown drills’ as part of our classroom safety training. 

After researching best practices for keeping students and staff safe during violent intruder events, 
the district committed this past spring, to bring the ALICE safety protocol to our school district.  
ALICE stands for Alert Lockdown Inform Counter Evacuate.  ALICE is in line with the standard of 
response recommended from the Department of Justice, Department of Homeland Security, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Department of Education, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Port Townsend School 
District has, trained five individuals; three staff members and two city police officers.  Three of the 
trainers reside at PTHS – Principal Carrie Ehrhardt, Dean of Students Patrick Gaffney, and 
School Resource Officer Jeremy Vergin. 

Research shows that through training and empowerment, individuals of all ages and in many 
situations can apply the ALICE strategies and improve survival chances in any environment 
where they may find themselves confronted by a or violent intruder, including active shooter.  We 
want to assure parents, that Port Townsend Schools put student and staff safety as our number 
one priority.  In our schools, staff members will be trained first, using three formats – a one hour 
online class, a two hour in-person training, and a two hour scenario/drill exercise in each school 
building.  Student training will follow during the second half of this school year.  Students will be 
trained by their own teachers, along with support from our ALICE instructors, starting in January 
2019.  Within our ALICE training model, our trainers are committed to provide student training 
that is developmentally appropriate, and is not fear based.  We will not use any ‘scare tactics’ to 
train our students. 

Prior to starting the student training in PTHS classrooms, parents will be notified through a letter 
home, or in the school newsletter.   

Now that all class changes have been completed, it is time for parents to pay academic fees.  
These fees are associated with some of our courses here at PTHS, where the cost of the 
materials for the class go beyond what the school can provide, and in most cases, students are 
creating a product that they will take home.  If your child is enrolled in any of these courses, a 
fee payment notice is in your child’s Skyward account.  We appreciate your prompt payment.  
Checks may be made payable to PTSD 50. Fees are to be paid to our cashier, downstairs in the 
ASB office.  Here are the courses for which a fee is due:    

Art Card - $50;  Music Instrument Rental - $50;  Culinary Arts - $50;  Robotics - $20;  
Maritime Courses - $20 each (includes Vessel Operations, Woodworking and Boat 
Building) 

Student Fees 
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News from The PTHS Administrative Team 
The high school students have gotten off to a busy start for the 2018-19 school year. It is nice to 
hear about the students’ summer adventures whether it is related to travel, working or both. Like 
the staff, we find that the majority of the students look forward to the start of the new school year. 
 
Students receive the high school handbook that contains the rules, procedures and policies we 
expect them to follow. Many students don’t read through the handbook and some wonder aloud, 
why they get the book at all. The handbook has important information in it, for both students and 
parents.  Please take some time to go through the school handbook, and contact us with any 
questions you have about its contents.  It is sometimes challenging to provide rules and 
procedures, which seem fair and equitable to everyone.  It is our intention to balance the best 
interest of the students with our school board policies and educational laws.   
 
We would also like to remind all parents about our policy regarding students checking out of 
school due to illness or an appointment. If your son or daughter needs to leave the campus 
during the school day due to being sick, having to go to a doctor’s appointment or getting 
something from home, he or she does need to check out at the attendance office. The student will 
need for you to talk to the attendance secretary to verify the excuse. The student is then allowed 
to leave, once it has been confirmed as excused. If the student reports back to school during 
school hours, the student needs to report to the attendance secretary for a re-admit slip. This 
procedure eliminates the unnecessary calls that go out at night concerning an unexcused 
absence. 
 
It is our goal to work in partnership with parents to ensure that each student has an enjoyable and 
successful high school experience, here at PTHS.  Please feel free to communicate with us, 
either through email or telephone, as needed.  We do strive to return all parent contacts within 24 
school hours.  We return parent contacts during the same day they are received, whenever 
possible.  Here’s to 2018-19 being a great school year for parents too! 
 Carrie Ehrhardt, Principal   Patrick Gaffney, Dean of Students 
 cehrhardt@ptschools.org   pgaffney@ptschools.org 
   

Skyward Family Access is an online records management system designed to help students and 
parents track important school information.  The link to enter Skyward is available on both the high 
school homepage, as well as the Port Townsend School District homepage: www.ptschools.org  

Once in Skyward, parents can update household information, as well as view absences, lunch 
account balances, and current grades in each of their child’s courses.  Parents can access their 
Skyward log-in and password by contacting the main office at the high school.  Students also have 
their own individual Skyward log-in and password, which is different than their parents.  Students 
can view their current grades and see missing assignments, but they cannot change any of their 
household information.  Student access is limited to viewing only.  Skyward is a great way for 
parents to support their child in keeping up on their schoolwork.  Let us help you get to know the 
Skyward system, and show you what a useful parent tool it can be at PTHS. 

Do You Use Skyward Family Access? 
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Maritime Discovery School News 
 
This school year marks our fifth year of Maritime Discovery Schools (MDS) implementation across 
the district. The MDS initiative is about unifying learning around a central maritime theme through 
place-based projects. This is a holistic change for our district, making education come alive by 
connecting it to the students’ community. Place-based learning is a researched and proven method 
for increasing student achievement and engagement. Our goal is for all students to connect what 
they are learning in school to real world application in our community, and is based in the state 
standards for each class.  The changes taking place in our school are something we are all proud 
of, and include the establishment of new partnerships, as well as the continuation of many strong 
programs. 
  
This summer, teachers new to our school and district participated in a place-based curriculum 
design workshop offered by MDS. The teachers began the process of designing new projects they 
will implement in their class this year.  Through the year all teachers will be taking part in the 
additional training and curriculum development time needed to make the initiative work in each 
classroom.  And thanks to ongoing grant funds, our science teachers participated in training and 
lesson planning around ocean acidification, and will be incorporating those lessons into classes. 
  
Now in their fifth year, our Maritime Studies CTE classes, which are divided into three distinct 
specialized courses, give students a variety of experiences in sailing, through Vessel Operations; in 
Boat Building, by designing and building their own kayak or stand up paddle board; and through  
Maritime Woodworking, where students use a variety of hand tools and shop tools in building 
projects. The courses are lead by teacher Kelley Watson.  This past summer, Kelley also taught a 
week-long summer course while sailing with students on the Adventuress.  Our robotics course, 
which also started in 2014, has completed its remodeling of two adjoining classrooms into one, 
allowing distinct spaces for programming and designing on one side of the room, and building of 
the actual product on the other side of the room. Some new furniture also maximizes the space. 
  
A number of other teachers are adding new projects, or expanding existing projects into their 
curriculum.  For example, Our Friday Salon lecture series has been expanded to include pre and 
post activities which teachers can complete with students in their classrooms.  Each year there is 
the theme around the featured speakers.  This year our theme is ‘Adventures’.  Our school garden 
has grown to six times its original size.  Students in Health work in the garden regularly, and 
students in Culinary Arts turn much of the harvest into gourmet bites, which are featured at various 
catered events at school and in Port Townsend.  Students in science work in partnership with the 
Marine Science Center on several projects each year.  Our Forensics class utilizes community 
experts from police, fire and even the King County Medical Examiner’s Office, to create authentic 
crime scene investigation experiences.  The Senior Symposium, hosted at Fort Worden in May, 
continues to draw a broader audience each year, as Seniors showcase their senior projects for the 
community.  A new program we started last year was a Freshman Mentor experience.  This year 
we are in the process of designing a one to one mentoring experience for interested sophomores.  
We are also starting the process of having juniors and/or seniors at PTHS to participate in a 
community based mentorship.  In this model, students would gain exposure to a business or 
industry of interest to them, while also learning more about the place in which they live and how 
that particular business or industry aligns with the greater Port Townsend community. 
 
If you want to learn more about Maritime Discovery Schools visit www.maritimediscovery.org  
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PTHS Athletic News 

   Lysa Falge, Athletic Director 

Good Sportsmanship is Everyone’s Responsibility 
PTHS believes that good sportsmanship is a shared responsibility.  We expect our athletes, students, 
parents, and community fans to demonstrate positive sportsmanship behavior at all of our events.  The 
following guidelines should be modeled by all of us.  Please support our school in supporting a culture 
of good sportsmanship behavior. 
Acceptable Behaviors 

• Take part in cheers and applaud good performances. 
• Follow directions of game managers/supervisors. 
• Support your team with positive cheers. 
• Show respect, no matter win or loss! 
• Applaud both teams during player introductions. 
• Accept decisions of contest officials. 
• Encourage surrounding people to display only sportsmanlike conduct. 

Unacceptable Behaviors 
• Making derogatory comments of any kind, directed at any individual or group. 
• Booing or heckling an official’s decision. 
• Yelling or making comments that antagonize opponents. 
• Blaming the loss on an official, coach, or participant. 
• Using profanity. 
• Using noisemakers, such as megaphones or cowbells, during a contest. 

 

From Our Athletic Director 
The athletic department is continuing our focus on the PTHS Culture of Excellence. Under the guise of 
Redhawk PRIDE—Persistence, Responsibility, Integrity, Determination, Excellence… our student 
athletes are embracing essential elements of sound character. I have stated many times before that our 
athletes are in the position of the public eye, representing themselves, their team, their school, and their 
community at all times. They manage full academic schedules, participate in extracurricular activities, 
maintain friendships, hold jobs, and stay connected to family. Athletes build their reputation on work 
ethic and performance, and are the first to fully realize that individual effort results in positive results not 
just for themselves, but for others as well.  On Saturday, October 27, the athletic department is hosting 
a Proactive Coaching Clinic for coaches, student athletes and parents.  Please plan to join us! 
 
You will notice some improvements the next time you are in our gym.  Thanks to a generous donation 
from the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, we have purchased the banners that now wrap the acoustic tiles 
on the ends of our gym.  This new addition really enhances the overall look of the space.  Our ASB 
finished the project by purchasing the sport and activity plaques you will see on the ‘Hall of Fame”.  
 
We feel fortunate to have the support of our district administration and school board in keeping our 
athletic offerings strong.  As a small school, we hosted 12 sports and fielded 16 teams this past school 
year.  We also co-op a few sports with Chimacum School District, which allows our tennis players to 
participate at CHS.  Their cross-country runners, swimmers and wrestlers are invited to participate here 
at PTHS.   Please make the time to come to one of our contests this year and cheer for our fine 
athletes.  Adults can enter our games at the cost of $6 or $4 for senior citizens.  All money collected 
from our entrance gate goes back into supporting the cost of our sports programs.  GO REDHAWKS! 
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Media Mentorship for Parents 
Presented by Port Townsend School District and the PT Public Library 

Media Mentorship is: 
*Expanding traditional parental mentorship to the digital realm 
*Building relationships with children to discuss positive digital citizenship 
*Helping children make healthy decisions and self regulate in regards to media usage 

Thursday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m. at the Public Library 
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Identification Procedures for Highly Capable Students 
 
Pursuant to WAC 392-170-042, identification and selection of students for the Highly Capable 
Program is determined through a comprehensive process of nomination, screening, and 
selection.  Identification is conducted by a district committee through the use of multiple 
criteria, including both objective and subjective measures.  No single measure can be the 
determining factor for acceptance into or exclusion from the program.  These procedures meet 
State requirements (WAC 392-170-045 and WAC 392-170-055) and have been designed to 
ensure the identification of any student who demonstrated educational need for the services of 
the program under the established guidelines.  Efforts are made to ensure that all district 
populations will have access to the Highly Capable identification process.  If you have 
questions about this process, please contact the counseling office at 379-4523. 

Statement of Non-discrimination 
Port Townsend School District/Port Townsend High School does not discriminate in any 
programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, 
veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use 
of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups.   
The following district employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of 
alleged discrimination: 
Title IX Coordinator and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator 
 Laurie McGinnis 
 1610 Blaine Street, Port Townsend, WA  98368 
 (360) 379-4603;  lmcginnis@ptschools.org 
 
Section 504/ADA Coordinator: 
 Shelby MacMeekin 
 1610 Blaine Street, Port Townsend, WA  98368 
 (360) 379-0166;  smacmeekin@ptschools.org 
 

Winter Sports 
Registration for PTHS winter sports season will begin on Monday, 
November 5.  All sports paperwork is available on the high school 
website. The first day of winter season athletic practice is 
Monday, November 12, and the parent meeting will be Monday, 
November 19 at 6:00 in the high school library.   
 
PTHS winter sports includes boys basketball, girls basketball and 
wrestling (open to boys and girls).  The activity of basketball 
cheerleading is also offered during the winter sports season. 
 GO REDHAWKS! 
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